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1) The ITTS team

Barbara Waldis
Professor (50%), Director
barbara.waldis@unine.ch

Marta Marques Castanheira
PhD Student, Assistant (50%)
marta.marques@unine.ch

Florence Manzoni
Administrative Collaborator
florence.manzoni@unine.ch

Ophélie Bidet
Responsable pédagogique
ophelie.bidet@unine.ch
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Professor (50%)
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Research assistant (50%)
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2) The creation process of ITTS (1): 
International academic context

Foundation of 
universities of applied 

sciences in Switzerland

more than 100 universities in 
Europe and on the American 

continent offer a PhD in social 
work

Schools of social work at 
universities of applied sciences (BA)

PhD in social work in USA, Canada, UK, Portugal, 
Germany, Lebanon, Australia, China and Sweden

1998 2004 2006 2012 2019

MA in social work at UAS 
in Switzerland



2) Creation process of ITTS (2): Legal base

Regulation of the Council of Universities on the coordination of training at 
Swiss universities (Art. 11 Uni: BA MA, PhD; Art.12 FH: BA, MA)

1998 2004 2006 2012 2019

Art. 4,2 : For the third cycle, universities and other academic institutions in the university sector 
offer universities of applied sciences and universities of teacher education opportunities for 
cooperation in a spirit of partnership. 
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2019/722/fr ; https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2019/722/de

https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2019/722/fr
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2019/722/de


3) The goals of ITTS 

Goals of the ITTS
• Institute for the PhD in Social Work
• Promotion of younger generations for social 

work training in the 3rd cycle 
• Capability of examination of practice on the 

bases of theoretical foundations
• Contribution to the development of new 

knowledge by scientific studies in social work

2017–2021

Collaboration 
UAS Western 

Switzerland with 
CUSO and LIVES

September 2020

Acceptation of the 
ITTS project by 

swissuniversities

Creation of ITTS 

February 2022

First seminars & 
PhD students

Fall semester 
22/ 23

Fall semester
24/ 25

21 registered 
PhD students 

2028



First institute specifically and 
exclusively for the PhD in 

social work in Switzerland

Transdisciplinary perspective as PhD 
thesis are co-directed by a professor of a 
UAS in social work and by a professor of 

UniNE

PhD title in social work delivered by University
of Neuchâtel

(in collaboration with HES-SO and FHNW)

Open to holders of a MA of an UAS or 
a UNI in social work, social sciences, 

law and economics

PhD students are supported by a PhD 
programme (in English)

A collaboration of UniNE and the School of 
social work of the UAS Western Switzerland 
– and of the UAS Northwestern Switzerland 

starting January 1st 2025

4) What is specific about the ITTS & its PhD?



5) Global definition of social work

The following definition was approved by the IFSW General Meeting and the IASSW 
General Assembly in July 2014:
Global Definition of the Social Work Profession
“Social work is a practice-based profession and an academic discipline that promotes 
social change and development, social cohesion, and the empowerment and liberation of 
people. Principles of social justice, human rights, collective responsibility and respect for 
diversities are central to social work. Underpinned by theories of social work, social 
sciences, humanities and indigenous knowledges, social work engages people and 
structures to address life challenges and enhance wellbeing. The above definition may be 
amplified at national and/or regional levels.”



6) How does ITTS consider social work as discipline? 

International definition of social 
work: agency, social justice, social 

change, taking into account
different types of knowledge

Social work as a discipline 
and science of action, 

internationally comparative 
approach

Individuals, groups, access, 
social problems, professional
developments, interventions 

and social politics

Quantitative 
methods for 

social sciences, 
social policy

Qualitative,
mixed methods, 
theories in social 

work

Vulnerabilities, inequalities, participation, 
management, professional identification,

social responsability, social policy, 
migration, ecology, disabilities, poverty, 

artificial intelligence, professional
integration, child protection, LGBTQI+, 

ageing, social crisis



7) ITTS PhD students who started in September 2024
Aline Felix, Development of social innovation in social work communities, Hugues Stéphane Rullac (HETS-
L)/ Jeannerat (UniNE) 

Silvia Domeniconi, Emancipatory Social Diagnosis in European Countries on the Background of the 
Decolonial Approach, Swetha Rao Dhananka (HETS-FR)/ Didier Ruedin (UniNE)

Philippe Leu, Workplace violence, Gaëlle Aeby (HETS-Valais)/ Adrian Bangarter (UniNE)

Denis Moore, Migration flows of RMNAs in CH and social intervention methods, Milena Chimienti (HETS-
GE)/ Marion Fresia (UniNE) 

Karine Rossel, Impact of familiy law on single mothers and the work of social workers, Kim Stroumza
(HETS-GE)/ Sabrina Burgat (UniNE)

Tobias Schalk, Gender equality in social assistance?, Lucia Lanfranconi (BFH)/ Barbara Waldis (UniNE)

Selina Steinmann, The problem of noise in child protection, Joël Gautschi (ZHAW)/ Michaela Slotwinski
(UniNE)

Matthias Widmer, Empowerment and cognitive impairment, Daniel Oberholzer (FHNW)/ Michaela 
Slotwinski (UniNE)

Exhaustive list of ITTS PhD students available on 
https://www.unine.ch/seco/home/instituts_recherche/institut-transdisciplinaire-de-t.html

https://www.unine.ch/seco/home/instituts_recherche/institut-transdisciplinaire-de-t.html


8) Why do you need a PhD in social work?

Because you are curious and keen to achieve new, systematic, solid, 
empirical knowledge about a specific question on a social problem

Because you plan to pursue an academic career in the discipline 
of social work, do high level research, funded by science bodies, 
and teach future social workers at BA, MA and PhD level

Because you strife for the equal recognition of professional
knowledge in the action oriented discipline of social work next to 
medical doctors, lawyers, psychologists and pedagogues

Because you need to demonstrate a scientifically founded
positionality for an officially recognised leadership role in your
institutional field of social work



9) How to plan and to finance a PhD?

You need time (at least 2 days a week)
Your planning goes over 5 years (10
semesters), limit given by the
regulations of the Faculty of
Economics and Business at UniNE

You need to be able to finance this time:
- Participate as an FNS researcher in a project
- Work as a (part-time) teaching and / or research

assistant in a UAS of social work or at UNI
- Work part-time in a social institution (max. 60%)
- Apply for grants



New registration 
deadline: April 30th
+ selection process

MA in social work, 
Social sciences, law or 

economics
MA: min. 4,75

MA thesis: min. 5



11) The PhD process at ITTS

Defense of PhD

+ 5 years+ 18 months

Validation of 
PhD project

Every September
(next date: September

15th 2025)

PhD title of UniNE with 
mention "in partnership 
with HES-SO & FHNW”

PhD work: Individual, 
empirical work, analysis, 

presenting and discussing
results, writing up the PhD 
(monography or articles)

ITTS PhD Program/ 
30 ECTS of Pedagogical

Agreement (seminars, 
classes, conferences, etc) 
& writing the PhD project

Application before
April 30th

(next deadline: April 30th 2025)
Decision by May 15th

Starting the 
PhD

Once per semester: 
PhD colloquium



12) Structure of the PhD program

Each PhD-student must complete 
30 ECTS during the first 18 months. 

The PhD student decides upon its own 
programme, together with the two co-
directors and the direction of the ITTS. 

The individual programme of 30 ECTS is 
listed in the pedagogical agreement.

The participation in international
seminars, conferences are encouraged
and the ITTS / FSE support these
partications financially.

6+6 ECTS qualitative 
and quantitative 

methodologies
in social work 

6 ECTS 
of seminars in 

theories/ concepts of 
social work 

6 ECTS  (min)

in the PhD topic-
related discipline

6 ECTS  
of post graduate 

seminars or summer-
schools

30 ECTS 



13) The  p e d a g og ic a l a g re e m e nt



Seminar Professor(s) Credits Dates
Soft Skills for Academia

Colloquium on academic writing Emmanuelle Reuter 3 ECTS
Friday, full day, 28.02.24; 

Thursday +Friday full day: 13.+14.03.25; 
Friday, morning: 25.04. 25

Writing Bootcamp Mirjam Godskesen 2 ECTS 17-19 June (+ preliminary online session on May 26)

Theories in Social Work

Social Work Theories: Decolonizing 
Social Work

Barbara Waldis 3 ECTS Week 7: 10-14 February 2025 

Methodologies

Introduction to Survey (Experiment) 
Methods in Social Science Research

Michaela Slotwinski 3 ECTS
Friday morning: 21.02.25; 07.03.25; 21.03.25; 

04.04.25; Friday, full day: 16.05.25; Friday morning: 
23.05.25

Qualitative and mixed methods in social 
work & social sciences Barbara Waldis 3 ECTS

Friday, afternoon: 21.02.25; 07.03.25; 21.3.25; 
04.04.25; Friday, full day: 02.05.25; Friday 

afternoon: 23.05.25

14) Se m ina rs: Sp ring  se m e ste r 20 25



Seminar Professor(s) Credits Dates

Theories in Social Work

Social Work Theories: 
Epistemologies, Classics, and 

Current Issues
Barbara Waldis 3 ECTS Thursday +Friday, full day, 

05.+06.11.25; 04.+05.12.25

Methodologies

Developing a PhD Project / 
Introduction Seminar

Barbara Waldis/ 
Michaela Slotwinski 3 ECTS

Friday, full day: 18.09.25; 19.09.25; 
03.10.25; 30.01.26

Friday, afternoon: 17.10.25; 31.10.25; 
14.11.25

Making Sense of Data: An 
Introduction to Quantitative 
Reasoning in Social Sciences

Michaela Slotwinski 3 ECTS
Friday, morning: 17.10.25; 31.10.25; 

14.11.25;
Friday, full day: 28.11.25; 12.12.25

15) Se m ina rs: Fa ll se m e ste r 20 25/ 26



16) How a b out  o the r d oc tora l se m ina rs e lse whe re ?

Other possibilities: CUSO & BENEFRI & programme UNINE

https://competences.cuso.ch/en/welcome
https://www.unine.ch/mobilite/home/etudiant-e-de-lunine/un-cours-ou-un-pilier-
ailleurs/benefri.html
http://www10.unine.ch/descriptifs/

Watch out for excellent international teaching offers (post graduate level) 
regarding your topic & your methods. Discuss with your PhD supervisors.

https://competences.cuso.ch/en/welcome
https://www.unine.ch/mobilite/home/etudiant-e-de-lunine/un-cours-ou-un-pilier-ailleurs/benefri.html
http://www10.unine.ch/descriptifs/


17) In case of questions

Registration at UniNE
(in due time)

Any other question 
(admission criteria, search for 

supervisors, pedagogical
agreement,…)

Service des
Immatriculations

immatriculation@unine.ch

ITTS administrative
matters

messagerie.itts@unine.ch ophelie.bidet@unine.ch

mailto:immatriculation@unine.ch
mailto:messagerie.itts@unine.ch
mailto:ophelie.bidet@unine.ch


Thanks for your attention, now it’s question-time !

Institut transdisciplinaire de travail social
https://www.unine.ch/seco/home/instituts_recherche
/institut-transdisciplinaire-de-t.html

Bureau 2.317
A.-L. Breguet 2, 
CH-2000 Neuchâtel

https://www.unine.ch/seco/home/instituts_recherche/institut-transdisciplinaire-de-t.html
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