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The field of pragmatics is a multidisciplinary domain that explores the underlying 
processes and realization of meaning in use, taking into account available evidence 
provided by the context within which the language interaction takes place. Aiming at 
understanding language in the most integrative way possible, the CorpAGEst project 
(http://corpagest.org) aims to establish the verbal and gestural profile of very old 
people, looking at their pragmatic competence in interaction, that is, at their ability 
to use language resources in a contextually appropriate manner. To reach this goal, 
a multimodal corpus of audio and video recorded interactions was created with the 
aim of testing several hypotheses: (i) (inter)subjective discourse markers (e.g., tu 
sais/vous savez ‘you know’) and pragmatic gestures (e.g., an exaggerated opening of 
the eyes) are relevant indicators of the overall pragmatic competence of the aging 
subject; (ii) a change in the concurrent use of these (non)verbal pragmatic cues (incl. 
speech, facial expression, eye gaze, hand gesture, and body gesture) could be an 
indicator of an adaptive strategy used, with advancing age, to reduce the cost of 
language production during interaction. Contextual independent variables were also 
part of the corpus design, such as the environment type (private vs. residential 
home), the social tie between the participants (familiar vs. unknown interviewer), and 
the task type (focusing on past events vs. present-day life).  

In this talk, after an introduction of the general basics and assumptions that are at 
the core of the project, the CorpAGEst annotation principles will be presented, and 
some results will be highlighted by focusing on a study of the emotional and 
attitudinal behavior of four healthy very old women. Even though providing only one 
part of the big picture, the approach allows, I assume, for a better understanding of 
the way people communicate in later life, and thereby deserves urgent attention and 
research to move from experiments in the laboratory towards empirical studies “into 
the wild”. 
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