
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Making the most out of my research  

Patents, licenses and other things I cannot afford to ignore – a hands on 
workshop for researchers in life sciences 

June 23 and June 24, 2014 / Centre Loewenberg, Murten  
 

Whether you plan an academic research career, a move into the pharmaceutical or biotech industries or a switch 

to a research support role, there is a high chance that you will be confronted with questions related to intellectual 

property and patenting. Over the last decades, life sciences have become a productive source of technological 

innovation, leading to commercial products and new markets. Along with this ongoing development, issues in 

intellectual property are becoming more and more important for researchers in biosciences.  

To help you to prepare for this challenge, the Forum for Genetic Research of the Swiss Academy of Sciences 

(SCNAT) organizes a course dedicated to patents and licenses and their implementation in the field of life 

sciences. At the end of this two-day workshop, you will master basic knowledge in intellectual property and will 

have answers to the following questions: 

How does patenting in life sciences affect – my career? – academic research? – the society? 

The course consists of a series of lectures on intellectual property protection and patent law, challenges related to 

intellectual property in an academic environment and in a spin-off company and ethical considerations. You will 

also discover new job opportunities in the field of intellectual property management. Importantly, you will have the 

opportunity to participate in workshops where you can gain hands on experiences in the topics described. 

 

“Without having any idea of patents before the course, I could follow the topic and understand a lot. This 

was the driving force for the interesting discussions that arose.” participant 2010 

“Your speakers were very well chosen, with a lot of experience and provided lots of insight” participant 2012 

“Lecturers and organizers created a very positive atmosphere for discussions and interaction between 

lecturers and participants.” participant 2011 

 

The course is open for PhD students and postdocs. 

This year’s edition of the course is organized in collaboration with the following doctoral schools: 

 CUSO, doctoral programs StarOmics and Microbiology 

 Graduate School for Cellular and Biomedical Sciences, University of Bern 

 Life Science Graduate School, Zürich 

 Doctoral Program in Organismal Biology, University of Neuchâtel 
More information and registration: www.unine.ch/dp-biol (select Program -courses 2014) 

 

 

Deadline for registration is April 30th, 2014 


